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TRENDS
Notifications of communicable diseases received through
to June were largely in line with seasonal expectations
(Figure 1, Table 1). Reports of the mosquito-borne Barmah
forest virus infections declined after reaching high levels
in autumn, especially in the Hunter and Mid North Coast.
Reports of influenza continued to increase in winter, with
influenza B (mostly due to the Hong Kong strain)
responsible for most infections early in the season. At the

COMMUNICABLE DISEASES REPORT, AUGUST 2002

same time, reports of invasive pneumococcal disease rose,
with the highest rates in children under five years of age
and in adults over 65 years of age. Reports of cases of
psittacosis, mostly linked to the outbreak identified in
the Blue Mountains associated with exposures to wild
birds (see NSW Public Health Bulletin, July 2002), reached
record levels in June. Declines in reports of
cryptosporidiosis, pertussis and shigellosis continued
this month. 
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FIGURE 1

REPORTS OF SELECTED COMMUNICABLE DISEASES, NSW, JANUARY 1996 TO JUNE 2002,
BY MONTH OF ONSET

These are preliminary data: case counts for recent months may increase because of
reporting delays. Laboratory-confirmed cases, except for measles, meningococcal disease
and pertussis.

cases cases

NSW population
Male 50%

<5 7%
5–24 28%

25–64 52%
65+ 13%

Rural*  42%

Apr–Jun 02
Male 42%

<5  1%
5–24 10%

25–64 82%
65+  8%

Rural 93%

Apr–Jun 02
Male 58%

<5 46%
5–24 29%

25–64 23%
65+  3%

Rural 49%

Apr–Jun 02
Male 87%

<5 0%
5–24 21%

25–64 79%
65+  1%

Rural 13%

Apr–Jun 02
Male 69%

<5 0%
5–24 26%

25–64 66%
65+  9%

Rural 11%

Apr–Jun 02
Male 52%

<5 40%
5–24  5%

25–64 20%
65+ 34%

Rural 39%

Apr–Jun 02
Male 57%

<5  0%
5–24  0%

25–64 43%
65+ 57%

Rural 43%

Apr–Jun 02
Male  0%

<5 100%
5–24  0%

25–64  0%
65+  0%

Rural 50%

Apr–Jun 02
Male 63%

<5 44%
5–24 44%

25–64 10%
65+  2%

Rural 36%

Apr–Jun 02
Male 89%

<5 22%
5–24 11%

25–64 67%
65+  0%

Rural 11%

Apr–Jun 02
Male 45%

<5 9%
5–24 46%

25–64 39%
65+  6%

Rural 46%
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