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MEASLES CONTROL
CAMPAIGN

Recently the Federal Minister for Health, Dr Michael
Wooldridge, announced funding for the National
Enhanced Measles Control Program, which will be
conducted from August to November 1998. The NSW
Minister for Health, Dr Andrew Refshauge, has endorsed
and pledged his support for this campaign.

The Measles Control Campaign will aim to:
• Ensure that all primary school children are provided

with a second dose of the measles (measles–mumps–
rubella (MMR)) vaccine, through a school-based
delivery program. The NSW Health Department will
be targeting 2100 primary schools during this
campaign.

• Follow up all two- to five-year-olds, in cooperation with
general practitioners and other immunisation providers,
to ensure that they have received their first dose of
MMR vaccine.

• Ensure that all secondary students are advised to make
sure that they have received their MMR booster
(second) dose.
The Commonwealth Government will provide

$30 million nationally to fund this important campaign,
from which NSW will receive $2 130 680. This will cover
the purchase of vaccines, the employment of a state
measles coordinator, nursing and clerical assistance and a
multilayered integrated communication campaign. The
aim is to achieve the National Health and Medical Research
Council objective of 95 per cent coverage of school-age
children for measles.

The NSW Health Department has employed Ms Jan
Broome as the State Measles Immunisation Coordinator
to facilitate the Enhanced Measles Control Program. Ms
Broome will coordinate the implementation of the
campaign in metropolitan Areas. Teams of nurses will be
employed to vaccinate primary school children in these
Areas.Rural immunisation coordinators will be
responsible for implementation of the campaign in the
respective rural Areas.

The Commonwealth is planning an extensive education
campaign aimed at parents of primary school-aged
children, parents of preschool-aged children, parents of
high school children, general practitioners and teachers.
The public education campaign commenced on 12 July
1998.
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