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ON FRONT COVER: The cover image is of a group of volcanic seamounts on the continental slope of Australia south of Hobart, Tasmania.
The image was produced by the Australian Geological Survey Organization (AGSO) using a multibeam sonar and illustrates the
complexity of submarine topography that contributes to the diversity of marine ecosystems and biota. The area shown is about 2 500 km?
and the seamounts are 200-600 m high with 20° slopes. The colour scale is in metres below sea level. There is a rich bottom fauna
with many species identified by the CSIRO as new to science. The area is a rich fishing ground for Orange Roughy. Many of the
deeper seamounts are part of the Tasmanian Seamounts Marine Protected Area. [copyright AGSO}




