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Table S1. Prices attached to Weighted Inlier Equivalent Separation

Year Public metropolitan Public regional Private metropolitan | Private regional
2010/11 $3,725 $4,086 $3,045 $3,346
2011/12 $3,867 $4,224 $2,932 $3,207
2012/13 $4,221 $4,543 $3,209 $3,453
2013/14 $4,306 $4,635 $3,274 $3,523
2014/15 $4,422 $4,678 $3,362 $3,555

Each price is equivalent to a Weighted Inlier Equivalent Separation (WIES) of 1.00. Prices are government-

defined according to hospital public/private status, region and financial year." We collapsed regions into two

groups: metropolitan and regional. For years 2012/13, 2013/14, 2014/15, we grouped the government defined

“outer metropolitan and large regional” region into the metropolitan group to underestimate costs. Actual cost

was calculated by multiplying the WIES score of the case by the suitable price, according to the treating

hospital’s public/private status and metropolitan/regional status.
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