
Proposal for a special issue in Wildlife Research:  
Indigenous and cross-cultural wildlife research in Australia 
 
Why have this special issue? 
 
The rights, responsibilities and expertise of Indigenous Australians in Caring for Country are increasingly 

acknowledged in policy and management. Likewise, Traditional Ecological and Biocultural perspectives are 

becoming more prominent in applied ecological research. Indigenous groups are developing and addressing 

their own research priorities, thus increasingly driving research agendas rather than responding to requests 

for collaboration from non-Indigenous scientists. The growing leadership of Indigenous Australians across a 

range of applied ecological research is fuelling the growth of cross-cultural (or two-way, or right-way) science. 

This special issue aims to recognise and celebrate the leadership and collaboration of Indigenous Australians 

in wildlife research, and to showcase how this is leading to fresh insights for contemporary conservation and 

wildlife management. 

Who would contribute to the special issue, and what sort of contribution is welcome? 

We invite contributions from Indigenous scientists and groups, and from collaborations between Indigenous 
people and groups and other scientists, who are carrying out research on themes that align broadly with the 
charter of the journal, which focuses on the ecology, management and conservation of wild animals and 
their habitats1. We encourage work that highlights the expert participation of Indigenous Australians and the 
inclusion of Indigenous Knowledge of animals and Country. Research themes could cover: 
 

• Indigenous, ecological and/or biocultural research on native animal species (including terrestrial, 
freshwater, marine, vertebrates or invertebrates) and their habitats. 

• Impacts and management of fire, feral animals, diseases, weeds, and other threats including climate 
change on fauna and/or their habitat. 

• Governance, design and implementation of Indigenous or cross-cultural research and monitoring of 
fauna and their habitat. 

• Cultural governance of wildlife management. 

• The growth of Indigenous-led fauna science in Australia.  
 
Submissions can take the form of original research papers, reviews, or perspective articles. The latter could 
include interviews with respected Elders or knowledge holders. Some information on paper types is available 
at: https://www.publish.csiro.au/wr/forauthors/authorinstructions. 
 
Papers included in the special issue will need to satisfy some conditions regarding Indigenous authority: 

• The research or study should be Indigenous-led, or involve significant collaborations with Indigenous 
people or groups. 

• The author list must include at least one Indigenous co-author. Group names (such as a ranger group 
name) are fine. 

• The custodians and Country on which the research was carried should be acknowledged in a short 
statement at the start of the Introduction. 

• If possible, the Abstract and parts of the paper should be provided in the language of the Indigenous 
co-author(s), as well as in English. 

 
1 Wildlife Research is an international forum for the publication of research and debate on the ecology, management and 
conservation of wild animals in natural and modified habitats. The journal combines basic research in wildlife ecology with advances 
in science-based management practice. Subject areas include: applied ecology; conservation biology; ecosystem management; 
management of over-abundant, pest and invasive species; global change and wildlife management; diseases and their impacts on 
wildlife populations; human dimensions of management and conservation; assessing management outcomes; and the implications of 
wildlife research for policy development. Papers include well-structured field studies, manipulative experiments, and analytical and 
modelling studies. All articles aim to improve the practice of wildlife management and contribute conceptual advances to our 
knowledge and understanding of wildlife ecology 



How will contributions be handled? 
 
Papers will be handled by the team of guest editors and undergo peer review in the usual manner, according 

to the Committee on Publication Ethics (COPE) guidelines. Online submission is through ScholarOne, which 

can be accessed by clicking the “Submit Article” link on the Journal’s home page: 

https://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/csiro-wr. You will need to select “Indigenous Wildlife Research” from the 

dropdown menu within ScholarOne during the submission process. If you are having difficulty with this, 

please contact one of the guest editorial team. 

How will the contributions be shared? 
 
If accepted for publication, your article will be published in a special issue of Wildlife Research.  
 
In addition, once papers are accepted, we will encourage authors to prepare a 1 to 2 page ‘Research 
Summary’ that is suitable for a broad audience, especially an Indigenous Australian audience. The summaries 
could include Indigenous storytelling, and could be a mix of text, photographs, diagrams, or narrated videos 
of powerpoints, with quotes from the relevant Indigenous group. We especially welcome short videos (<3 
minutes), of people out on Country describing the research and its implications, demonstrating field 
methods, or talking with Traditional Custodians about aspects of the research. The guest editor team can 
help author groups produce these Research Summaries. The Summaries will be available online when the 
special issue is released, and be useful for communication and engagement, and media promotion. 
 
When is the submission deadline? 
 
The 31st March 2024. After that, the review process takes 2-8 months, and production (once all papers are 
finalised) takes about two months. 
 
First step: 
 
Please get in touch with one of the guest editors to talk about your submission idea: 
 
Jack Pascoe; jack.pascoe@unimelb.edu.au 
Yuin, living on Wurundjeri Woi-wurrung Land 
 
Stephen van Leeuwen; stephen.vanleeuwen@curtin.edu.au 
Wardandi Noongar, living on Wadjuk Noongar Boodja 
 
Marlee Hutton; marlee.hutton@klc.org.au 
Bardi Jawi, living on Yawuru Land 
 
Hannah Cliff; HannahCliff@IndigenousDesertAlliance.com 
Living on Wadjuk Noongar Boodja 
 

Emilie Ens; emilie.ens@mq.edu.au 
Living on Dharug Land 
 
Sarah Legge; SarahMariaLegge@gmail.com 
Living on Bundjalung Land 
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