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Tree-creepers of the Genus Climacteris
ﬂ_\' A\. 1. CAMPBELL, CALB.O.U, F.AO.LU, LEx-President
NOCL Bulgaroo, Wellington Road, Box 1Tl (Vic.).

The accompanving coloured plate represents plesiotype speci-
men= of the Allied Tree-creeper Climacteris wellsi. "The letter-
pres< mav be referred to in The Fu, vol xxii, p. 257

\While on the subject of Tree-creepers, it may be mentioned
that an mteresting \]veumen has heen hrought to light, namely,
a skin of the Ruious Tree-creeper, Climacteris rufa, co]lcdcd b)
Gilbert, at Perth, W\, 1842, The skin came into the possession
ol Mr. Outram Dangs, F.AOU, Cambridge, Mass,, \unerica,
who venerously forwarded it to the RAOU through Mro WL B
Alexander, M.\ CE.AOU The Council has decided, after
grateful acknowledement, o add the historic specimen to the
“I0 1. \White Collection.” National Museum, Melhourne.  The
<kin hears the orizinal label, which reads:

CChhacters rfe, Gould., Trides Reddish Brown.™

There is also a registration number in red ink—2710.

On obverse side —
“Alale. Oct. 22, 1342, Perth, Western Australia.”

Gilbert's type of O rifa was mlle(ted in 1840, and was de-
seribed by Gould in Proc. Zool. Soe. (London), 1840, p. 149
Gilbert evidently collected this other skin, which may now be
regarded as a plesiotype, when he returned to Perth, 1842.%

The s<pecimen appears to be slightly darker or duller in
coloration (general under-surface tawny ) than present-day speci-
mens. but not so dark (under-suriace russet) as the South-west
TPorest birds, which AMr. T. Carter Col]ected and designated
C. rufe obscura (Bull. B.0. Club, vol. xxvii., p. 10).

The following are the dlmenxlon\ in nnlllmettes of the Gil-
bertian specimen: Length, 160; culmen, 14; wing, 86; tail, 57;
tarsus, 24,

Although over 80 vears old, the skin is in a wonderful state of
]ne\m\anon——a silent tribute to the skill of the collectm

* Campbell, “Nests and Eggs of Australian B1rds ” p. X



