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not find the old mining track up the valley of the latter stream.
We were poking about on the river lats, when « Joud ringing
eall of a Leatherhead (Philewon corniculatus) half-way up the
hill on our left, was =0 suggestive of “AMoroka, Moroka' that we
langhingly moved in the hird’s divection—and found the track.
That call was the one whieh ix invariahly deseribed as “T'obacce,
Tobacco.”  Another example is the “‘mo-poke”’ eall of the
Boobook Owl, the “boobook™ of the natives. Despite mny own
assertions as to the difficulty of aureement as to the calls of
birds, I was surprised Lo seo that Mr. C. F. Beleher, in his book
on The Birds of the Geclony lhistriel, savs that never has the
call of the Boobook Owl somuled to him exactly like the
syllables “mo-poke.”  Iis call was, T thought, one whieh was
fairly generally admitled to be “mo-poke.”

One cannot extol our birds’ songs without referring {0 our
many-voiced Superh Lvrebird @M enura nove-hollandie ). Hix
versatility is well advertised, and appreciated. The liguid notes
of the Whistlers (Pachycephale) und of the Grey Butcher-bird
{Cracticus torquatus) are also {it subject for inelusion.

Fairy Martins at Gingin, Western Australia.—Iast Kaster,
from April 5th to 9th. 1928, T was a membier of g party from
the University which was doing geological work at (Fingin.
42 miles north of Perth. and on the western side of the
Darling Range. The bird life of the loeality, which is at
the northern boundary of the Swau River distriet, as defined
by Mr. W. B. Alexander, intevested me.  As a result of the
trip it 1s possible to wdd another species to the Swan River
district avifauna, At the chalk quarry on One Tree DLl
Gingin, Mr. L. Glauert, Curator of the W.A. Museum. who
was also a member of the paty. drew my uatiention to
aumber of nests built under an overhunging face of chalk.
and which, though mest of them had been more or less
damaged, were readily recognisable ag nesis of a colony of
Fary Martins (dylochelidon ariel). There were seventoen
of them at thiz.spot, and in twe kilns near by nine and three
others 1espectively were dizeovered, The nests appeared
fresh enongh, and night have heen ovcupicd  last season.
Nearly twenty-five years ago Mr. I'. Lawson Whitlock saw
Fairy Martins’ nests, without actually meeting with the birds
themselves, al Mogumber, 23 miles in a north-easterly direc-
tion from Gingin. He states (L, Vol 1V, p. 185): “T
did not actually see this species. hut plotographed a. group
of nests in a reeess of a Limestone ¢litf about (hree miles west
of Mogumber.” These birds seem 1o be quite scarce in the
south-west of this State, and apparently they are loeal in
their distribution.  The finding of these nests at (ingin
makes this the nearest place to Perth at which the birds have
been known to ocenr—I). I Servesty, 84 Onslow RRoad,
Subiaco, May 2, 1928, .




