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Report of the Bird Observers Club

The onring o June sas to the mnuth of the Woervibee Hiver, Thee
Iowas that John Batman, in 1836, anckored kiz sehooner. and, walk-
ing inland ax far az oa dat-wopped BiOTML Cotlevilt, Feasted his
inagination an the rolling plains betore he nade his famons troaty
with the blacks=. The land for miles araund i= now intens=ely ealii-
viled under treigation. English skylavks were obecoved in ke air.
singing, and a Black-shouldered Kite hovered over o Gead seuch ax o
estret qlogs,  About the cstuary were meny interesiing water-hisds,
Ihis. Spoonbills, Brown Bittern, hundveds of  Spooe-wineed  Plover,
and a lavee party (forty-tweo) Chestnud-breasted Shelduek.  An inei-
dent ol importanee was the finding of purtion ol o bird's skeleton
with a few frathers altached,  Comparisons afterwards proved i Lo
hie the Grass-Oswl, a vare bird In the south.  The Harsficld Bronze.
Cuckon was heard and seen. A paie of Curlew S0nts Jesw aff, <how-
g prominent white rumps.  They arve the rempant of The migrators
=t Tound about the bay in summer, AL the mecling on June 19 A
AL Marttingley gave an entertaining aceount of the fauna mul flora
of King Tsland, the largest of the Bass Steaits i<lawods, which.
althoueh nearer the Victorian eoast, iz essentinlly  Tasmanian o
character,

The wecting on July 17 was devored Lo *Wildiloweps,” by Ay, 1. IO,
Pescotd, By vivid descriptions and perfectlv-coloured luntern slides
the varicty and beanty of the native Jowers, both in the bush and in
the studin, were pertrayved. A large party visited Sherbrooke Forest
nn the annual Lyrebird pilgrimage.  The day was unusually wmilil
the birds =ang freely, and often displaved within a few vards of
abservers. A While-browed Scrul Wren kepl in cluse PFroximity
nne Lyrebivd, and at every “serape” by the lareer lird, darted in and
pivked up o some tit-hit,  The same day was chosen lor a suceesslul
nitional hreadeast,

IMearing that <ome Pelicans and a few Fastern Curlew i been
seen al Alloma Bay in winter dime, =one members visited there on the
afternoon of July 22, But the tide was very high, flocding all the

samphire and murshy Teeding banks, and there was u ~ealceity of
hirdz However, a Douhle-banded Dottere]l was scen,

The Museum meetings, by considevation of the Directur, began on
the cvening of July 21, Mre. J. AL Ross dealt with cgps gencrally,
illuminating his subject with many enfertaining personal feld notes.
Me. ') K, Howe came next with the Robin farnily, and stimulated
tembers Lo ask many questions about the life history of the forme
dealt with, and others

In Augnst a large gathering visited Werribee Gorge, the rocky
defile near Bacebus Marsh, which i world-lamous oy its poo-
lrgienl peeuliarvities.  Bol iU 18 not a pood place Tor bivds. A presi.
dent’> Tist inspecled contained 120 spectes abzerved over o oreat
tuanber of years. Tn the floor of the valley the tangle of undersernh
shellers a few Honeyeater=, Wrens and Thorobill-, A vores dine
Eagle’s ovriv was seen (from a distance} inoa tree. perched hivh
i oa cliff faee. Tt 3s =aid locally tn have been S0 vears in use. Faleons,
Keateels amd Owle nest in the evannics ol the maccessible ¢liff=, At
the meeting on Augus=t 21 3y, A H. Chizholm =howed a fine RIEN
ut his bivd pletures, faken in three Slates, and, with enlogetul deserip-
tions, kepl wmwembers well interested.

Two other outings were enjorved in ecarly spricg. one ta Glen
Waverlex, where Bittellas wore seen buaildineg, and swhere o Croundd
Thrush =at by its west full of voung; the olher to Chriztmas il
where, in the sanctuary of Me, G, Harvie, Choughz avd 3Magpies
wore brooding and Swallows had a nest porveboel upon o pictwrs
frame in the hall.  The seent of wattle Blossor At led the air, and
pancranias of mountain range and viver valloy made vivid Tmpression,




