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of the systematics of Australian birds. There is a
wealth of information here for anyone interested in
the relationships of all birds, not just those found in
Australia. Under each order they review what is
known about familial interrelationships, and within
each family they discuss generic relationships as they
relate to Australian birds, then do the same for the
Australian species. Compared to The Directory of
Australian Birds (Passerines), Christidis and Boles pay
scant attention to distributions (and have no maps)
or to detailed plumage variation, opting instead to
create a synthesis of what is known about taxonomy.
The two books complement each other very well, but
obviously Systematics and Taxonomy of Australian Birds
is more up-to-date on the literature.

Occasionally the linear taxonomic arrangement is
a bit baffling, especially given their extended
discussions about relationships. Placing the
Petroicidae behind Paradisaeidae, for example, rather

than much earlier in the passerine sequence must
have been a lapse, as multiple papers have shown
the former to be outside the core corvidans.
Although this is a minor quibble, we can hope that
the next edition will use the sequences of taxa as a
means of conveying more information about
relationships.

Christidis and Boles have brought a broader vision
to the typical monograph about the birds of a
particular area. This is a volume that will be widely
consulted as a reference for the taxonomic literature
about a large, diverse avifauna, and as a source for
current thinking in avian systematics in general. Our
knowledge about avian relationships, at all taxonomic
levels, seems to many of us to be changing at light-
speed. Thus, let us hope that the authors will see
their way to offer up a revision in the not too distant
future.
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 THIS book presents to a wider audience the
papers read to a meeting in Tasmania, which brought
people whose main interest was in biodiversity
together with others who were concerned with
economic production from the same areas.
Introductory chapters, notably one by David
Lindenmayer, set out general problems and
principles in the management of land for competing
purposes.

 Production and the maintenance of biodiversity
are often regarded as competing purposes in land
management. But some practising farmers from
Tasmania showed that this is not necessarily true –
that the two goals may in fact be mutually
supportive. In the aquatic environment another
paper showed that the northern prawn fishery can
benefit economically, if measures are taken to reduce
the bycatch of non-target species, and hence improve
biodiversity. Unfortunately there was no contribution
from the rapidly-developing field of aquaculture.

 Some readers will find the chapters on market-
based techniques to encourage farming practices
favourable to biodiversity particularly interesting.
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Programs involving auctioning of alternative
proposals for this purpose, for instance, are outlined.

As is inevitable in a wide-ranging conference, the
attempts to draw all the threads together in summary
chapters were doomed to end in little more than
“motherhood” statements. But this does not detract
from the interest of the individual case-studies
presented.

 The photographs which illustrate the book are
unfortunately of poor quality – perhaps they were
colour photographs not suitable for reproduction in
black-and-white.

 There is no index.



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




