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Supplementary file 1: Recruitment strategy 



Supplementary file 2: Antibiotic summary table*  

 



 

*This is an updated version of the summary table that was shown to GPs during the interviews.



 

Supplementary file 3: Example of a shared decision making discussion box 

 

  



 

Supplementary file 4: Example of a decision Aid 



Supplementary file 5: Interview topic guide 
 
Note: This document provides example interview topics that will be addressed. In keeping with 
qualitative methods, we expect that this topic guide will undergo continual evolution before and 
during the study in response to emerging learnings and that additional probing questions may be 
asked in real time to clarify participant responses and ensure understanding. 
 
Baseline questionnaire 
 
To begin with, we have a few questions about you. For each, I will read the question and the 
response options, and you can indicate which apply. 
 
First, how old are you? 
[  ] 18-39 years  [  ] 40-59 years  [  ] 60 years and over 
 
What is your gender? 
[  ] Female  [  ] Male [  ] Unspecified  
 
For how many years have you worked as a GP? 
[  ] Less than 5 years [  ] 5 – 9 years  [  ] 10 – 14 years [  ] 15 years or more  
 
For GPs who had access to Therapeutic Guidelines (eTG or hard copy) prior to this study, for about 
how many years have you used it? *  
[  ] Less than 5 years [  ] 5 – 9 years  [  ] 10 – 14 years [  ] 15 years or more 
 
*This question is not applicable for GPs who have been given the eTG to use for approximately 2-3 months prior to 
interview. 

 
Great. We can now progress to the interview. I am switching on the recorder now. 
 
Interview questions 
 
Thank you for agreeing to participate in this interview. For the next few questions, I would like your 
views on the current (2019) Therapeutic Guidelines Antibiotic chapter and the additional resources 
provided online. There are no right or wrong answers. I am just interested in your perceptions and 
views. 
 

1. Firstly, are you familiar with interventions or strategies to improve antibiotic prescribing? 
Prompts: which ones? How do you implement them in your practice? E.g., delayed 
prescribing, shared decision making 
 

2. Do you use the eTG website? (Prompt: Reasons for not using it?) 
a) If yes, how often do you access the eTG website? 

[  ] Very frequently (> once/week)   [  ] Frequently (weekly)   
[  ] Sometimes (> once/month)   [  ] Rarely (monthly) 

b) And how often do you access the eTG antibiotic chapter?  
[  ] Very frequently (> once/week)   [  ] Frequently (weekly)   
[  ] Sometimes (> once/month)   [  ] Rarely (monthly)  
[  ] Never (Prompt: Reasons for not using it?) 

 
Prompts (if using the antibiotic chapter): How do you feel about the antibiotic chapter? what triggers 
your use of it? 



 
3. Before this study, had you accessed/used any of the additional features provided in the eTG 

antibiotic chapter? (e.g., summary table for antibiotic prescribing in primary care and 
resources such as patient decision aids and decision boxes)? 
 

[then the researcher will present the GP with a printed copy of these materials to review for few 
minutes before asking the following questions. An image will be added for each tool next to the 
questions, if the interview was done remotely] 
 
 

A- Antibiotics summary table  
 

 Were you aware of the Antibiotics summary table prior to this study?  
o If so, have you used it? 
o If so, did you find it useful? Prompt: in what way? 
o If not yet used, do you think it might be useful? Prompt: how/in what way? 

 Will/did the table help you to have discussions about antibiotic use (and non-use) with your 
patients?  Prompt: if yes, in what way? 

 Is there content you would like added into, or emphasised in, the table? 

 What do you think of the layout/structure/presentation of the table? 

 What do you like about the table? 

 What do you not like about the table? 
 
Let me show you another version of the table [Researcher will show the GP a modified version of the 
Antibiotic summary table] 

 What do you think about the modifications?  

 What do you like/not like about the table? 
 

One of the pieces of information that is emphasised in the modified summary table is the natural 
history of some of the conditions.  
 

 Were you previously aware of the natural history of the conditions for which antibiotics are 
not the first line of treatment? 

o If yes, do you typically mention natural history information in your discussion with 
patients (e.g., “sore throats, on average, get better on their own after about 3 
days”)?  

 If so, do you find it useful? Prompt: in what way? Do you think it can help to 
manage patients’ expectations about the need for antibiotics? If no, why 
not?  

o If you were not previously aware of the natural history information, do you think it 
might be useful to incorporate into your discussions with patients?  

 Prompt: how/in what way? 

 Would you like to know the natural history of more conditions (i.e., those not covered in the 
table -beyond acute infections. For example, acute musculoskeletal conditions)? 

o  If so, are there particular conditions that you would find this information useful for? 

 Any further feedback or suggestions? 
 
 

B- Decision boxes  

 
 Were you aware of the Decision boxes prior to this study?  



o If so, have you used it? 
o If so, did you find it useful? Prompt: in what way? 
o If not yet used, do you think it might be useful? Prompt: how/in what way? 

 Will/did Decision boxes help you to have discussions about antibiotic use (and non-use) with 
your patients?  Prompt: if yes, in what way? 

 Is there content you would like added into, or emphasised in, the Decision boxes? 

 What do you think of the layout/structure/presentation of the Decision boxes? 

 What do you like about the Decision boxes? 

 What do you not like about the Decision boxes? 

 
C- Decision aids 

 

 Were you aware of the Decision aids prior to this study?  
o If so, have you used it? 
o If so, did you find it useful? Prompt: in what way? 
o If not yet used, do you think it might be useful? Prompt: how/in what way? 

 Will/did the Decision aids help you to have discussions about antibiotic use (and non-use) 
with your patients?  Prompt: if yes, in what way? 

 Is there content you would like added into, or emphasised in, the Decision aids? 

 What do you think of the layout/structure/presentation of the Decision aids? 

 What do you like about the Decision aids? 

 What do you not like about the Decision aids? 
 

4. Do you think the resources provided are easily accessible?  (prompt: if not, how could this be 
improved) 
 

5. For GPs who were given access to eTG, what has been your experience in using the 
guidelines? 

 
6. Which of the resources are you most likely to use? why? Are there other resources that you 

currently use? What? And why? 

 
7. Do you have suggestions about any other resources that may assist you with clinical 

decision-making about antibiotic use or with your discussions with patients? 

 
8. Do you have any other comments about antibiotic prescribing or stewardship that you 

would like to add? 




