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Supplementary Table S1. Results of consistency analysis between CSF-VDRL and CSF-RPR among collected studies”

(A) CSF-VDRL vs. CSF-RPR

RPR+ and RPR+ and RPR— and RPR— and

Study VDRL+ VDRL- VDRL+ VDRL- McNemar's X* P :
Versianietal.® 21 0 0 99 — — 1
Zhu et al.’ 217 0 44 871 42.023 <0.001 0.884
Castro et al .8 16 3 1 4 0.250 0.617 0.560
Marra et al.® 29 0 16 104 14.000 <0.001 0.717
Lin et al.’® 57 2 4 293 0.167 0.683 0.940

“CSF, cerebrospinal fluid; VDRL, venereal disease research laboratory test; RPR, rapid plasma reagin;

(B) CSF-VDRL vs. CSF-TRUST

TRUST+and TRUST+and TRUST- and TRUST- and

Study VDRL+ VDRL- VDRL+ VDRL-

McNemar's X? P Kk

Zhu et al.’ 220 0 41 871 39.024 4,185 x 10 0.892

“CSF, cerebrospinal fluid; VDRL, venereal disease research laboratory test; RPR, rapid plasma reagin; TRUST, toluidine red unheated serum test.



Supplementary Table S2(A). Performance of CSF-RPR and CSF-VDRL tests distinguished as symptomatic or asymptomatic

Study Symptomatic NS Asymptomatic NS
Sensitivity by VDRL | Specificity by | Sensitivity | Specificity | Sensitivity by VDRL | Specificity by | Sensitivity | Specificity
VDRL by RPR by RPR VDRL by RPR by RPR
Zhu | 85.7 86.7 81.8 90.2 69.6 79.4 60.7 82.6
etal.’
Marra | 66.7 80.2 51.5 89.7 718 98.3 56.4 100
etal.’
or
Supplementary Table S2(B). Performance of CSF-TRUST and CSF-VDRL tests distinguished as symptomatic or asymptomatic
Symptomatic NS Asymptomatic NS
Sensitivity by VDRL | Specificity by | Sensitivity | Specificity | Sensitivity by VDRL | Specificity | Sensitivity Specificity
VDRL by TRUST | by TRUST by VDRL by TRUST by
TRUST
Zhu | 85.7 86.7 82.5 90.1 69.6 79.4 58.9 82.1
etal.’




Supplementary Table S3. Performance of CSF-RPR and CSF-VDRL tests in studies that included or excluded HIV+ participants

Study Sensitivity by VDRL Specificity by VDRL Sensitivity by RPR Specificity by RPR
Studies including HIV+ participants
Castroet al.® 99 70.8 99.3 75
Marraet al. ° 71.8/66.7 98.3/80.2 56.4/51.5 100/89.7

Study excluding HIV+ participants
Zhu et al.’ 81.4 90.3 76.2 93.4




